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SUBJECT: THE SUPREME TRIBUNAL OF THE REFERENDUM RESIGNS 
REF: QUITO 1179 

1 . THE SUPREME (ELECTORAL) TRIBUNAL OF THE REFERENDUM, 

HEADED BY EX-PRESIDENT GALO PLAZA, PRESENTED ITS 
RESIGNATION EN MASSE TO THE SUPREME COUNCIL OF 
GOVERNMENT FEBRUARY 27. THE TRIBUNAL, WHOSE PRINCIPAL 
FUNCTIONS HAD BEEN TO MANAGE AND OVERSEE THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
REFERENDUM OF JANUARY 15, HAD FUNCTIONED FOR ONE YEAR. 

THE NEWLY ISSUED ELECTIONS LAW PROVIDES FOR THE 
TRIBUNAL TO FORMALLY RECONSTITUTE ITSELF AS THE SUPREME 
ELECTORAL TRIBUNAL AND CARRY OUT THE SAME FUNCTIONS FOR 
THE UPCOMING PRESIDENTIAL AND CONGRESSIONAL ELECTIONS. 

2. IN HIS DEPARTING COMMENTS TO THE PRESS, GALO PLAZA 
SAID THAT WHILE THE DECISION OF THE MEMBERS OF THE 
TRIBUNAL WAS MOTIVATED BY THEIR BELIEF THAT THEY HAD 
SUCCESSFULLY FULFILLED THEIR TASK (I.E. THE COMPLETION 
OF THE REFERENDUM), AND NOT BECAUSE OF OPPOSITION TO 
CERTAIN ELEMENTS OF THE ELECTIONS LAW (I.E. BUCARAM'S 
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DISQUALIFICATION), HE PERSONALLY DEPLORED THE 
DISQUALIFICATION MOVE. HE ADDED THAT THE ELIMINATION 
OF THE BUCARAM CANDIDACY WAS CONTRARY TO THE WILL OF THE 
700,000 ECUADOREANS WHO VOTED IN FAVOR OF THE WINNING 
CONSTITUTION ON JANUARY 15. 

3. COMMENT: IN COMMENTS MADE TO EMBASSY OFFICERS AS 
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EARLY AS DECEMBER, PLAZA HAD INDICATED HIS INTENTION TO 
RESIGN FROM THE TRIBUNAL UPON THE COMPLETION OF THE 
REFERENDUM. IT SEEMS LIKELY THAT HE WOULD HAVE 
RESIGNED EVEN IF THE MILITARY HAD NOT MOVED TO EXCLUDE 
BUCARAM. HIS COMMENTS, THOUGH CRITICAL OF THE MILITARY 
GOVERNMENT, AND THE RESIGNATIONS OF HIS COMPANIONS ON 
THE TRIBUNAL, WILL PROBABLY HAVE LITTLE OR NO EFFECT ON 
THE RETORNO PROCESS. THE GOE WILL NOW HAVE TO FIND 
ANOTHER GROUP OF CITIZENS TO FORM THE SUPREME ELECTORAL 
TRIBUNAL TO MANAGE THE ELECTIONS. PLAZA AND HIS FELLOW 
TRIBUNAL MEMBERS, BY LENDING THEIR GREAT PRESTIGE TO THE 
GOE'S PLAN TO RETURN TO CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT, APPEAR TO 
HAVE CONTRIBUTED SIGNIFICANTLY TO THE SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION 
OF THE STAGES UP TO AND INCLUDING THE REFERENDUM ITSELF. 

KEMP 
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